BEADON SQUARE SPEECH

was what Lord Morley really meant when he asked
himself repeatedly whether this was a real uprising of
the nation or a passing excitement. He meant, was it a
movement  with   real  strength   in   it,   a   movement
with    elemental     force     enough   in   it   to   resist
and survive? That experiment was now being made.
They must not expect substantial gains at so small a
cost. He had heard vaguely of the reforms when in
prison; he had heard them ecstatically described. He
was surprised to hear that description. He had been
in England for fourteen years and knew something of
the English people and their politics. He could not
believe that England or any European people would
give substantial reforms after so short an agitation and
so scanty a proof of national strength. It was not the
fault of the British people, it was a law of politics that
they who have, should be unwilling to yield what they
have until they had fully tested the determination of
the subject people and even then they would only
give just as much as they could not help giving. When
he came out, he found what these reforms were. The
so-called introduction of the elective principle was a
sham and the power given was nothing. For the rest,
it was a measure arranged with a skill which did credit
to the diplomacy of British statesmen so that we should
lose and they gain* It would diminish the political
power of the educated class which was the brain and
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